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Reader will do bim the juſtice to believe, that he 
would not have made uſe of the very mode of | 
writing which he reprobates, had not it been the 
oY weapon choſen by his antagoniſt ; and aſſures him, 
2 that, however he may have cenſured the generality | 
ol any claſs of people, there are individuals whom 

he highly eſteems, and on whoſe friendſhip he ſets 


the — value. 


7 Vork, Abri 12, 1792. 


- * 
— 


7 
LY 
o 
* F4 1 
mY 
N 
WA + 4 
4 3 | 
18 
uv 
* 
PR 
- "fuk 
th 
v4 
% 
iN 4 
* 
Ke 
* 
* 
| 
x 
vg 
W. 
i 


Nn writer of the following letters hopes the 


— Eras 
Po — * 


8828 
Se: Ca 


5 * 
„ — « A 2 
— 3 —— — 
2 = 
- a - * 


9 


WA 


. 
— 
* = y==_ PR & _ - 


OY — - 8 82 
— . 
— 4 -- — 
T Ke. —— 


_— 


—— 


* 
—— 
- 


£4 
_— 


= 
ty =. 


_—_ 4 
+ 


8 # — 


£] 


4 r 3 

- 8 — 2 
G K 
5 3 1 > 


PFF 


, | 
| a 
* * - . * 
© + — 
- * 
* 5 WT x | 
- 
- * 
a . | | | 
* 8 | 
3 5 : 
| # 
* | | 
G : 
* 
* : | | 
j 
| - 
% | 
; oy 
: t 
x 
— 
5 | 
- . 
* ö . N 
F | | | 
i . : | | 
. * 
= - - ) | 
. | 
/ ö 4 
* 
- 
* 4 | 
* 
, 
% % 
| * 
- = | > 
. | 
F - 
* 
* v 
* | 
* 
* 
ö F 
| 7 
| 9 
* N | | 
| * 
4 
F 
| Fl 
— 
* 2 | | 
* 
2 * 
1 8 
- | 
i : 
| . 
* 
A * 
* 
Py * 
* 
- 1 S 
£ | 
oy Pl 
* 
* — 
* * 
| — J 
* . 
- | 
* * | 
i 7 
- | 
* 
o 
; % 
* 


LETTER y 


K reſpe&; is ſtriking ſoft in a 9 
= OY -_ Nee 
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7B REATING your adoring avid" te- 
ſpect, is giving him an advantage to which 
he is not entitled. The gteateſt part of men 
cannot judge of reaſoning, and are impteſſed 
by character; ſo that, if you allow your ad- 
verſary a reſpectable character, they will 
think that, though you differ from nm, you 
may be wrong—treating your adverfary with. 
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I have quoted this opinion of Dr. Joun-' 


_ s8oN's at full length, in oppoſition. to what is 
ſaid by SirJonN HAWKINS, that he did not fa- 
vour an abuſive ſtyle in polemic matters, It is 


true that his diſpute with Jonas Hanway 


was carried on with the greateſt mode- 


ration and good-humour; but the ſeverity 


of his attack on Offian's Poems was ſuch as, 
in the opinion of M*PHERs0N, called loud 
for revenge: and indeed, if he may be ſaid 
to have gained a victory in that affair, the 
credit of it ought leſs to be given to his pen 


than his ſtaff; and he may be ſaid to have 


conquered more by force of bis perſon than E 
by force of rent. MET 


3 


| Mn. the Pater is 15 ie! 3 ſtanding 


PP OBEY in this mode of diſputation, that, if the 


1 greatneſs of the company be allowed to take 
off from the greatneſs of the fault, he can 
hardly be ſaid to be at all blame -worthy. In 


what page, in what ſentence of Cicero, for 


inſtance, ſhall we not find the rankeſt-abuſe ? 


The exordium of his attack on  Pi80, indeed, 


-* 7 5 | 
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Beard a greater reſemblance to the puddle of 
Billingſgate than the pure ſtream of elo- 
quence; and the ſtyle of the modern Cictro 


in every reſpect bears the cloſeſt reſemblance | 


to that of the Roman Calumniator. 


But if this want of temper is ſo much to 


be lamented in the diſputes of the learned, 


how much more ſo is it to be lamented 
amongſt thoſe, who, in every part of che 
New Teſtament in which they may open, 


are not only bid to diſcourage every ſpecies 
of ſeverity in others, but are ordered to ſet 
an „ape of lenity | in their own conduct * 1 


* This example, however, is ſo 3 if, that the 
Miniſters of the Goſpel have always, when it has been 


in their power, ſhewn the greateſt ſhare of ſeverity and 
perſecution of any. ** In the reign of Henry V. the 
Clergy making ill aſe of the laws in force againſt the 
Lollards, and vexing all people that gave them offence 
with long impriſonments; the judges interpoſed, and 
examined the grounds of their commitments, and, as 8 
py they ſaw cauſe, bailed or diſcharged the priſoners, and 
took upon them to declare what opinions were hereſies 
oy Ws: and what not.“ © Thus the 3 ob- 
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This fo ſeldom happens, however, thatit is in 
the diſputations of this clafs of people that we 


meet with the greateſt ſhare of irritability, 


and this too on ſubjects of as little conſe- 
quence, as, Whether a Poem was written in 
the eighteenth century, or ſome time previous 


| to it? Whether by M.PRRRSON, or by 0 8— 5 


SIAN; * CRATTERTOW: or by ROWLEY ? 


\ 


4 am not now ſpeaking of any hs 


ſe& of Chriſtians ; it is equally practiſed by 


every denomination of them; whatever dif- 
ference there may be in their tenets in other 


; reſpects, they all agree in this, that ſuperior 


force is the beſt argument that can be made 


uſe of for the converſion of Heretics, and for 


dhe ing their own. infallibility, Inſtead of 


ferves Bunxzr, 6 fought for ſhelter under their pro- 
tection, and found more mercy at the hands of com- 


mon lawyers, than from them who ought to have been 
_ the paſtors of their ſouls, and the publiſhers of the moſt 


merciful religion that ever was.” * The Clergy,” be 


Ane obſerves, ( were ſeldom guilty of much mercy 
. in ſuch caſes, having diveſted themſelves of all bowels, ; 


as s the dregs of unmortified nature.“ 1 


ß 5 being, 


— 


| WY 9 | | 2 
Wing alk 6 unarmed and defincelel diſ⸗ 
ciples of Chriſt, Gentle unto all men in mec. 

neſs, inſtructing thoſe that oppoſe them,” they 1 
iſſue forth, like the rabble of J udas, with 
| favres, and Haves, and think to work the 
righteouſneſs of God by the wrath of man,” 


my Sn ZI ee E » 7 . 2 
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The hiſtory of the Reformation is, from be- 
ginniug to end, a memorable evidence of the | 
truth of this aſſertion; in our own days, i 
however, we are not wanting in Reformers, 4 


who only wait for an opportunity. to pro- 
duce a reformation, being poſſeſſed of all the 
true ſpirit of bigotry and perſecution, and 
1 other on for that ne”. 


= — — 
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g 17 have 15 
I dill relate, for your entertainment, two very cu- 
tious and humble imitawons of the Reformers, chat f 
ſeem to the purpoſe A Welſh Divine, having in 8 
8 8 vain exhorted his flock to a more conſtant attendance i 
at church, told them one day very plainly, that, ſeeing = 
the .inefficacy of the fear of God, he would try what 
the fear of himſelf would do; and that, for the future, 
for every inſtance of non-attendanee, inftead of a re- 
buke, he ſhould give them a ſound drubbing: it is ſaid, 


E that what he could not effect with any other mode of 
| 3 . 


— 


(wo) 

1 have ſaid that this temper is not to be 
found in any particular claſs of Chriſtians, 
but in all without exception. Though I 
have not read the Charge of BiſhopHoxsLzr, 
yet I readily agree to the probable truth of 
the accuſation of ſeverity brought againſt it, 

having myſelf heard a Charge from a Digni- 
tary of the Church of England, than which 
it were next to impoſſible to produce one 

more ſevere. The one I allude to was de- 
Iivered ata viſitation held immediately after 


5 the riots of Birmingham; ; and ſcrupled not 


to deny the Diſſenters any chance at all for 
Salvation, which, it gave out, was con- 
fined entirely to the members of the Eſtab- . 


argument, he ſoon effefted with the argumentum baculi- 
num. 
The converſion of the Popiſh ſubjeRts af's one cof the 
e, being in vain attempted by almoſt every 
other means, they were one day met in their way to 
maſs, and forcibly driven into the Preſbyterian chapel; 
| being ever after afraid to attend any other place of pub- 
"Nis worſhip, they are conſtant in their attendance on the 
chapel, and are called the Proteſtants of the Yi ellow Sticks | 
: from the colour of the inſtrument of their converſion, 


i liſhment. 


* 


n 


* 


liſhment. It muſt be allowed, I think, by 


every perſon of candour,. that, how blame- 
able ſoever were the Birmingham Diſſenters, 


and how incendiary-ſoever were their ſermons 


and publications, the Church-men were, 


notwithſtanding, by far the moſt blameable, 


ſhewing themſelves by far the greateſt incen- 
diaries of the two; at the ſame time, to 


5 preach their own infallibility was truly pi- 
tiable and laughable, and reviſing the tragi- 


comedy invented and played by the Romiſh 


manager — his mytmidons. 


| This 3 Wee üs in the 
miniſters of the Eſtabliſhed Religion, does 
not in the leaſt excuſe the want of it in the 
Diſſenters, whoſe publications, by the way, 
are infinitely greater in number, It is in the 
Dnitarians, in particular, that it is moſt vi- 
ſible, appearing every day in their ſermons, 
, their tracts, and their converſations ; for 
through every channel do they pour the un- 
ccaſing torrent of their abuſe and calumny 


3 on Ae. member of the Church of England, 
1 with 
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without exception: a conduct that in them 
ſeems more ſtrange and indefenſible than in 

any other people, for ĩt would ſeem that thoſe 
| who poſſeſs the magic lamp of Right Rea- 

| fon, would have found out, ere now, that 
" whatever other tenets they may hold, and 
whatever may be their other principles, yet 
chat ( <vithout charity, all is CO" 8 


The aint; which I am l are * 
principally occaſioned by a ſmall tract pub. 
liſhed by Dr. Disxey, (one of the preachers 
at the Unitarian chapel in Effex-ſtreet) un- 
derer the title of © Letters to the Rev. VicE- 
 _ $#1vs Knox, D. D. occaſioned by his Re- 
: flections on Unitarian Chriſtians, in his Ad- 


vertiſement re to a volume of Sermons. 
0p naar HELENS 2 


17 you 15. I will ac forth the ect 
ment, that you may judge whether, inſtead 
of being a proper object of uncharitable ani- 
_ madverfions, it is not rather to be admired as 
2 maſterpiece of that ſweet and benevolent 


kind 


he, 


3 13 ) 


kind of wniting. for which Dr. Knox is 10 5 
deſervedly celebrated. I muſt obſerve to 


you, however, that ſo ſmall and haſty a 
compoſition i is to be judged of altogether and 
not / eparately : to ſingle out any particular 


part as exceptionable, were to deny luſtre to 
the ſun from the ſpots. on its ſurface ; it 
would be judging of - beauty with the nicety 
of an anatomiſt: it would be examining a 
poem by the ſcale and compaſſes of Ariſtotte 
and Quinctilian, or holding up the lamp to 
a painting of Sir Josnva ReyNoLDs, under 
= idea that « more is meant than meets the . 


eye ? 1 


| ADVERTISEMENT. 


„ l is not my intention, in the following pages, 7 
1 to engage in theological controverſy ; but I am 

« ſenſible that ir will appear from them that I am 
a believer in the doctrine of a Trinity. This 


belief will expoſe me to the attacks of thoſe who 


« condemn, without juſtice or mercy, whatever 
militates int Unitarian opinions. 5 I there- 


- 


* Vide) page 22, of Dr. Diſney' 8 Tract. 
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fote ſolicit the general Readers candour againſt 


the Unitarian's ſeverity; and hope he will allow 
me to retain the opinions in which I have been 
educated, and in which I am confirmed by 
choice, without loading me with the imputation 
of inſincerity, irrational religion, or want of 
liberality. If I err in this point, [ err with very 
wiſe and good men ; and my error is injurious 
to no man. I cenſure, none who ſincerely dif- 
* fer from me, actuated by the unprejudiced dic- 
rates of their conſciences ; but I cannot but la- 
ment, that ſo many ingenious perſons ſhould be 
zealouſly lowering Our Saviour in the opinion 
of his followers : the higher opinion his follow- 
ers entertain of him, the more willing will they 
be to obey him. What good can enſue from 
I teaching wretched human creatures to think leſs 
highly of him to whom they have been taught 
from their youth to look up for comfort in the 
day of diſtreſs, and at the approach of death? | 
What evil can enſue from paying him higher 1 
honours than he might poſſibly claim? This 
* may ſhew our gratitude at leaſt; and, if it be an 
error, muſt be venial. It would be better to 
e diſpute leſs eagerly, and love and obey more 


fairhfplly. - It.! ts, Ithink, the great purpoſe of 
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out it. 


than in deſtroying it. 


( 5 95 


_ & Religion to afford poor dals nature (agris 
mortalibus) a balſam for the wounds of the 
heart. 
Chriſt, and the aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit, af- 
fords that balſam to thouſands and tens of thou- 
ſands of our fellow-creatures in affliction, to 
whom life would be ſcarcely ſupportable with- 
Let not the learned and ingenious la- 
bour to extract ſo ſweet an ingredient from the 
Let them rather exert themſelves 
in confirming and extending the ſalutary belief 
All human creatures, at 
ſome period of their chequered life, want every 
ſupport that can be found. Religious hope is a 
main column in the fabric of human felicity. | 
Let the good builder add ſtrength to its founda- 
; tions, but never undermine j it. 
the good old paths which our fathers pointed out 
to us, wheneyer we can walk in them with per- 
4 felt ſafety. They lead to the pleaſant regions 
« of hope and peace: and in the journey of life, 
a let us take eſpecial care not to fall out by the 
* way; and particularly, when the ſubjects of 
diſpute are ſpeculative truths, on which abſolute 
** certainty may not, perhaps, be attainable on 
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' To this Dr. Drovey anſwers, by combat- 
i the ſeveral opinions which he believes ill- 
. founded, and by ſaying of it generally, that 
de is of opinion that ** its deſign is to ſooth 
the friends of the Eſtabliſhed Religion into 
3gnominious lleep, and to rouſe the dæmons 
of perſecution ;” he accuſes him of reſting 
his theories upon the prejudices of the igno- | 
rant, of © irritating the paſſions of fero- 
cCious bigots,” and of © as; little regarding 
the common forms of juſtice, as of the caſe 
as to matters of fact.“ He holds him up to 
ridicule in the ſhape of “ a deſtroyer of a 
neighbour' s dog,“ and of a © miſchievous 
ſchool- boy.“ 5 Laſtly, he accuſes him of ſelf- 
iſhneſs, in being * terribly apprehenſive, 0 
kt proper perſons ſhould not notice his being 
2 believer in the Trinity; and indirectly calls 
5 him an aſpirant after Eccleſiaſtical Prefer- 


e ment. of But if we were to notice all the 


indirect aſpetſions made uſe of by him, we 
: ſhould tranſcribe the whole, it being in ge- 
: neral Woe of ſuch From the. beginning to ; 
dhe end. 
1 wil i 


PL. 7 I 
I Vill leave you to judge how far Dr. Knox 
is deſerving of ſuch treatment. Let us even 
8 ſuppoſe that his adrertiſement was illiberal 
throughout, ſtill the return he has experi- 
enced was not ſuch as could be expected 
from a diſciple of Chriſt ,—rather from a diſ- 


ciple of a CHESTERFIELD : not from a Chrif- £ 
tian, but from ſuch a perſon as BRK ENO = 
deſcribes under the name of a gentleman, one S 
that prefers the maxim py, « paying every i 
: perſon in their own coin, ' than the divine 


one of returning good for evil; aud who, in- 


ſtead ef forgiving an injury. thinks It incum- 
bent on him to reſent every inſult offered to 
him, whether ſuppoſed or real. There is 
one part of the character, however, that Dr. 
5 Disngy does not chuſe to imitate: a gentle- 
man * diflurbs not the religion of his country, 
becauſe tbe agitation of ſpeculative opinions pro- 5 


| guces greater evils than the errors it is intended 


10 remove. Thus, like the bat in the fable, | 


there are many that are diſowned by both 


parties, and that anſwer to the epithets of 


: neither Chr; Nian, nor Gentleman. 
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it was intended more ; 
. e 
48 f the Unitarians, and t wh we . 
We tf 483 weight and 0 -= 
_ b of his ſuppoſed adver . ; 
=. ba is ade to be expected from 
as this 


made uſe 
e may conclude that he 

r, W 

quarter, 


for want of one more : 
= vid 19 * reaſon is 0 
8 muſt be whetted; N 1 — 
| blunt, pal 5 left when reaſon fails: 2 
| pong rs that no man is angry 
always 


better argus 
dverſary but for want of a 

his adv wy 

| tg in ſupport of his cauſe,” 
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LETTER IL 


How greatly is it to be lamented, that 
the very cauſe which was intended to pro- | 
duce Peace on Earth, has been the moſt in- 
ſtrumental of any in the production of feuds 
and diſſentions. The religion that was to 
join us into one ſociety, has been the cauſe 
of making all the world the greateſt enemies 
to each other. Bigotry has broken the bond 
of peace; each ſect believes its own tenets to 
be the only true ones, and thunders anathge- 
mas on every one of a different perſuaſion. 


| Amidft all this animoſity and narrow- 
mindedneſs, let us, if we can, throw off for 
a moment the prejudices we may have im- 
| bibed, and candidly enquire into the > cha 
rafter of a true Chriſtian, 


- "= N x 


Ys © ads! 
It is certainly extremely difficult to ſay 
which man is truly religious, and which is 
not. The wicked is eaſily known, as perfect 
goodneſs can never be the parent of bad ac- 
tions; but the good man is not ſo eafily 
known, as the worſt, the vileſt, the moſt 
infernal being that ever diſgraced the name 
of man, may have been the author of actions, | 
to all appearance, the beſt ; may have ſeemed 
to us the ſtricteſt obſerver of every duty both 
religious and moral; the moſt holy, and the 
moſt benevolent of men. When Our Sa- 
viour, in giving his diſciples a rule whereby 
to judge of our merits and demerits, com- 
pared the good man to a tree bearing good 
fruit, and the bad man to a tree bearing bad 
fruit, he gave a general rule, under the ſup- 
7 poſition of our already knowing the value of 
the fruit; but this can only be known = 
experience: the tree that bears what we 
know to be bad fruit, we can readily pro- 
nounce a bad tree; but the tree that bears 
ſeemingly good | fruit, we can call good, till 
we have taſted its fruit, and experimentally 
aſcertained | 


1 0 3 
aſcertained” its wholeſomeneſs, In the Eaſt, 
for inſtance, there grows a tree bearing a 
fruit, whoſe bloom is unmatched, and whoſe 
fragrance perfumes the air with an agreeable = 
perfume ; yet this ſeemingly delicious fruit 
is a certain and deadly poiſon ; notwithſtand- 
ing its ſeeming value, the tree is a bad one, 
and, like the hypocrite, 1s only deſerving of 
: being (as Our Saviour expreſſes himſelf) 
« hewn down and caſt 1 into the fire _ 


tt ſeems to me that every work is s valued 
from the intention, the wiſh, the deſire of 
the performer at the time of doing it. The 5 
- murderer, who, inſtead of taking the life of 
another, ſhall chance to ſave that life by- 
opening an impoſthume that would other- 

wiſe have proved fatal, is no leſs a murderer, 
and will be puniſhed, not rewarded, for the 


£ * 40 Neither man nor a can n 
Hypocriſy, the only evil that walks 
Inviſible, except to God alone, 
By his permiſfive will thro! Heaven and Earth.” 
M tr ron. 


B3 | I oy 


« 22 9 
act: and, on the other hand, he that, in 
attempting to do his friend a kindneſs, ſhall 
unluckily and undeſignedly do him an in- 
Jury, will receive no puniſhment for the un- 
fortunate action; it was his intention to do 
good, and for that intention he will be re- 


i W 


1 then that this goodneſs of inten- 
tion, this faith in Chriſt, and willingneſs to 
obey, is all that is required; it ſeems to 
follow, that every branch of Chriſtians have 
as great a chance for ſalvation as the indivi- 
dual one of which we ourſelves are members. 
It muſt be bigotry, it muſt be pride, it muſt 
"a want of charity, to ſay that we ourſelves 
are the only children of God: they have ex- 
actly the ſame revelation as ourſelves ; ; they 
| have the ſame reaſon, and they may have 
the ſame willingneſs. The Socinian, the 
| Trinitarian, and every other ſect, have moſt 
certainly the fame chart and compaſs to di- 
rect them; and, if they have equally proſ- | 
m gales, all of them will reach the 
e . heavenly : 


( 23 ) 
heavenly; port in perfect ſafety, click the 


_ courſes they take be as different as poſſible. 


A liberal mind will look on every ſect of 
Chhriſtians as children of one parent, ſubjects 
of one king, and ſervants of one maſter; 


equally beloved, and equally rewarded, pro- 


vided they are * in e en * 
obedience. | 


The think cone: of 8 are dack 
aud myſterious n „ that perhaps man- 


kind 


* 6c. The author of theſe Diſcourſes,” ſays Robinſon, 
in the preface to his Diſcourſes, «js of opinion, that 
the Chriſtian religion is to be diſtinguiſhed from its 
philoſophy ; z On this ground he ſtudies to eſtahliſh facts, | 


and he hath.no idea of guilt in regard to different rea- 


ſonings on the nature of thoſe facts or the perſons con- 
cerned in them. He hath his own opinions of the 
nature of God and Chriſt, and man and the decrees, 
and ſo on; but he doth. not think that the opinion of 


Athanaſius, or Arius, or Socinus, or Sabe;lius, or Au- 


guſtine, or Pelagius, or Whitby, or Gill, on the ſub⸗ 


g jects in diſpute between them, ought to be conſidered 


of ſuch i importance as to divide Chriſtians, by being 
34 e made 
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kind: can never be agreed i in: but as they are 
myſterious, ſo are they unneceſſary; for our 
all- wiſe and all- juſt God does not require of 
man more than, with that power he has be- 
ſtowed upon him, he is able to perform. If 
with that power we are unable to throw any 
light on a myſtery, it is enough that we obey 
the many commands that are plain and eaſy. 
We are told that nothing is required of us 
more than that we do juſtly, love mercy, and 
avalk humbly with the Lord, They that do 
this may hope for reward ; but they that 
neglect theſe injunctions, as they are ex- 5 
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made ſtandards to judge of the truth of any man” s 
Chriſtianity. af? „ 
I would call Chriſtianity: a revelation, or a a 
known of the true and real character of God; and [ 
would affirm of the whole and of each component part, 
that it was ſo made known as to be free from all myſ- 
tery in regard to the truth of facts, and yet ſo connected 
as to contain myſteries beyond the comprehenſion of 
finite minds. I would affirm further, that our religion 
is confined to the belief and practice of only what is re- 
| vealed, and that every thing untold is a matter of con- 


| jeRture, and no part of pity to God, and benevolence 5 
to mankind,” „„ 


| preſſe 


v5 


light to darkneſs, are ſure of puniſhment ; 
thus, for inſtance, that ſe& which religiouſly 
| ſet themſelves up as the ſcourgers of Heretics 
(meaning thereby the ſlighteſt deviators from 


the tenets that they proudly preſcribe to the 
world), from whoſe lips and whoſe pens | 
flow calumny and rancourous reproach, who 
are ready at machinations for the deſtruction 1 
ol thoſe whoſe only crime is a difference of 
opinion, and who with fire and ſword have 
ſtained the page of hiſtory with the blood of 
the i innocent. Theſe cannot be called Chriſ- 
tians, being plainly and evidently deſtitute of 
the chief ſtone in the compoſition of that 
charitable appellation. This conduct of theirs 


7 proclaims them the vileſt of perſecutors; their 


frequent faſtings and prayers, and the mul- 
tiplicity of their religious ceremonies, pro- 


claim them the e of hy Pons: 


| If it be admitted, what ſeems to be very 
evident, that every ſect but the P apiſt have 
an equal chance for ſalvation, it muſt be the 


Ra 


pee in terms as oppoſite to myſtery. as 
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Church of England „ reſt their opinions on 
the prejudices of the ignorant,“ that thoſe 
opinions * are the moſt abſurd and indefen- 


fle,“ and « have been reprobated in the 


ſtood.” Theſe are the words of Dr. Dis- 
NE, who alſo ſays (very little in the ſpirit 

of a Chriſtian of the above deſcription) that 
A» the queſtions between us are not trifling or 
merely ſpeculative opinions, but opinions of 


another place, in a ſtyle very oppoſite to the 


* 26) 
higheſt degree of bigotry to ay that the 


ſame proportion as they have been under- 


the higheſt importance to the beſt intereſts of 

mankind.” „ To repreſent the Deity of 
"Nod as a ſpeculative opinion,” he ſays, © is 
either not to underſtand the queſtion, or to 
under- value it.“ The Doctor himſelf ſeems to 
have been conſcious of his error, and ſays, in 


above, that with reſpect to thoſe, who 
after a ſerious and diſpaſſionate enquiry are 
differently perſuaded from him, he does not 

. heſitate to ſay they are as much to be re- 

ſpected by man, and juſtified by God, as him- 
ſelf; ; and that 64 the greateſt ſecurity of ©: 
1 Y 1 Chriſtians : 


6-23.) 

Chriſtians. is not to walk Aich Athanaſius, 
Arius, Socinus, Calvin, or Arminius, but to 
walk with Chriſt and his apoſtles, according 
to their beſt apprehenſion of the New Teſta- wy 
ment.” He further ſays, that « if our un- 
derſtandings have been impartially exerted, 
and our hearts are really diſpoſed to act the 

| honeſt and upright part which will be re- 
quired. of us, we ſhall all meet at the _ 
and, ſeeing things as they are, ſhall be one 
= flock under one ſhepherd,” This is ſpeak- 
ing in the true ſpirit of a Chriſtian. The 

| apoſtles themſelves were never heard to ſpeak _ 
more charitably; it is very evident, however, 
that if it be admitted that he has in any 
meaſure retrieved his character, it muſt be 


8 allowed that he has done it at the e of 
his con fi . 


* 5 . 
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1. ſeems to me, notwithſtanding, that 
there are few, indeed, that merit the title 
which every one is claiming ; that there are 
2 very few, indeed, who have gained the favour 
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of that Being, who, we are told, ſeeth not as 

a man ſeeth; but who, in recording with a 

pen of iron, and the point of a diamond, 

our merits and our demerits, fixes his pene- 

trating eye on our hearts alone, and prefers. 

the preſence of Charity to that of every 
thing elſe. 
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THERE is a certain period incident to 
every nation, though more or leſs varying 
according to circumſtances, when a ſtrange 


Y infatuation ſpreads itſelf among all ranks of 


the people: it is then when luxury has pro- 
duced an implicit obedience to the will of the 
monarch, and the nation has begun to feel 
the effects of corruption: every individual 
exerts himſelf in the deſtruction of tyranny, 
whether real or ſuppoſed, and no ſacrifice in 
the world is thought too great that i is made : 
on the altar of freedom, DEL 


4 Tho mifchiefs which this temper has pro- 
| duced in a neighbouring nation, it is unne- 


n 


© 90-9 
ceſſary to enumerate; in our own country 
the progreſs which it has made is as yetvery 
trifling, the firſt dawning of it having only 
Juſt appeared ; from what it has done, how- 
ever, in its ſtate of infancy, we are able to 


form a pretty correct judgement of what it 
. will be able t to effect if age increaſe. 
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There has been lately an inſtance of the 
infatuation I. am ſpeaking of ſhown in the 
abolition of a trade of the greateſt benefit to 
the nation and i its colonies, for no other rea- 
Fo ſon in the world than the found of its name; 
| ike other Quaxorzs, through a principle of 
humanity and . moral patriotiſm,” they 
wiſhed to untivet the chains of robbers and 
murderers; of miſcreants that called upon 
themſelves the juſtice and vengeance of an 
injured country. Not an individual 1 in the 
nation, from the higheſt to the loweſt, from 
the Nobleman himſelf to the Coruiſh miner, | 
that has not contributed his ſhare for the 
abolition of the African ſlave- trade; and every 
Argument that indefatigable obſtinacy could 


deviſe 


deviſe has been made uſe of on the occaſion, | 
however impolitic, irrational, or hyperboli- 


cal. The ſect of people too, that profeſs 


themſelves no meddlers with political affairs, 
have uſed every exertion on the occaſion ; and 
even the poet himſelf has called the affiſtance 
of his Muſe, and pleaded the cauſe of the 
Africans in his moſt flowing numbers: when 


ſuch and ſo great was the weight and con- 


ſequence of the arguers and arguments, who 
can wonder that it ſhould be thought better, . 
that the African ſlaves ſhould ſuffer even 
death at home (which always happens when : 
ſlavery is impracticable) than enjoy a life of 
| comparative luxury! in our colonies? ; 


Another inſtance we have had in the grant 
ing a toleration to a people whoſe greateſt 
glory it is to diſturb the peace of ſociety 3 15 
a people who are religiouſly wicked, and 
whom it is as dangerous to put apy confidence 
in as the moſt untameable tiger that hauuts ” 
the foreſt of America, 1 


What 
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What principally induced the Legiſlature ; 
to repeal the laws in force againſt the Pa- 


piſts was a declaration ſigned by them, pro- 
teſting againſt ſome of the chief tenets of 


Ty 


4. That princes, excommunieated by the 


Pope, may be depoſed or murdered by 
their ſubjects or other Pn. 


2. Implicit obedience due to the Pope. 


Bo. That the Pope can = Geaſs. with the ob- 


 ligations of any compact or oath taken or 
entered into by a Catholic ; and that, 
ns no oath of — was bind- 


| ing. 


3 * the 1 has power to pardon the 


fins of Catholics at his will agg DN. : 


| 5. That faith is not to be kept with Here- = 4 


ties. 


out 


8 33 ) 


Out of 60,000, however, there were only | 
15, ooo that ſigned this declaration, and the 
ſincerity of that few was in the higheſt de- 
gree doubtful, as thoſe that believe murder 
to be a cardinal virtue, can never ſuppoſe a 

| lie to be a vice; even the oath of allegiance, 
which many of them afterwards took, was 
no proof of their ſincerity, aud could be 
no inducement to our increaſing” our confi- 

dence in them; the lower order were influ- 
enced by the prieſts, and the prieſts were 
laughing in their ſleeves at the ſimplicity | of 
1 wan * 


5 As countryman who had left his work on 
purpoſe to take the oath, being aſked, whe- 
ther, if the Pope was to erect his ſtandard 
in England, he would not immediately fly 


to it? without auy heſitation anſwered in 


the affirmative; but, ſaid he, our prieſt has 
told me ] can ſafely take the oath, and he 
will tell me why, when Ireturn, The rea- 
ſon would certainly be, that! in what manner 
ſoever an oath was changed, or whatever 


5 78 85 ſhape 


(34) 
| ſhape ſoever it might bear, it would ftill be 
neither more nor leſs than an oath ; and that 


the Pope was equally able to _ a diſpen-, 
ſation for one oath as „ | 


An nen has alſo "wes made to par- 
Jament for a complete toleration on the part 
of the Diſſenters. Their general behaviour 

and mode of proceeding, however, was fo 

very different from that of the ſucceſsful 

Papiſts, that the failure in their attempt was 

not to be wondered at. Inftead of a fawning 
and ſubmiſſive behaviour, they made-uſe of 

one of a directiy oppoſite kind. Inſtead of 
the cunning of a PrtL1e, they uſed the vio · 
lence of ALEXANDER, and attempted to take 

N the Citade] by the force of their ſwords. 


% 


8 ſhould wiſh: to ihe, FP TOY weren, 
Shir! is the- <* obtruded authority” that they 
iünveigh ſo highly againſt ; what reform 
ation“ it is they wiſh for, and forerell; and 
what are the „rights“ and . liberty” they 
ay claim to with. ſo een a degree of _ 
ence, 9 


Do 


r.... co 


< 35 ) | 
po they ith ſo rarnefily for bell to vg 


to their meeting-houſes, or that the door may 
be locked during the time of their aflembling ? 
Is it that they are exempt from the ſervice of 
offices both troubleſome and expenſive? or do 


they ſctuple once in their lives to pay for a 


| lixpenny certificate, and to contribute their 
ſhare for the advancement of religion and mo- 
rality, and for the preſervation of peace, or- 
der, and regularity, in the ſociety of which 


they are members? As it is hardly poffible 


that theſe ſhould be the reaſons of the vio- 
lence of their meaſures, and as they give us 
none other, it is reaſonable to ſuppoſe that 
they are poſſeſſed of certain ſecret ones which 
are not tobe diſcloſed till the end is obtained, 


Thoſe that are in the leaſt is with 


hiſtorical matters, and have traced the various 
incidents down to their events, muſt have 
found that thoſe, who have profeſſed them 
ſelves the moſt ſtrenuous advocates for liberty 
and tolerance, have in the end ſhewn them- 


ſelves the moſt illiberal and intolerant of 
FTE b 


J 


T BH 9 
How loudly ſoever Carvin declaimed 
_ againſt the perſecution of Hereticks, and the 
powers of Epiſcopacy, yet he himſelf was the 
cauſe of the death of Sexvervs, and lived 
and died in the actual poſſeſſion of that very 
power which he had reprobated. If Car- 
VIN Was the murderer of SERVETvUs ; ſo was 
our CRANMER that of the Maid of Kent, 
though he had ſhewn himſelf the warmeſt 
advocate for the criminality of ſuch a mea- 
ſure. How warmly did Henry VIII. inveigh 
againſt the tyranny of the Roman Pontiff! 
Yet the event too plainly ſhewed that he had = 
wreſted the ſword of ſupremacy from the 
hand of the Pope, only to wield it himſelf 
with greater ſeverity ; and it does not ſeem 
that his Proteſtant ſucceflors, though they 
condemn his conduct, were very ſcrupulous 
in following his example, or ſhewed many 
proofs of their boaſted hatred of ecclefiaſtical 
deſpotiſm. It may from hence be fairly in- 
ferred, I think, that a declamation againſt 
1ntolerance is no proof of the tolerant diſpo- 
ſition of the declaimers; ; that it is rather the 
contrary; 


* 
contrary ; and that for this very reaſon we 
may expect the greateſt ingratitude in return 
for any obligation conferred on the Diſſenters. 
They have, indeed, already ſhewn an ingra- 
titude that is alone a ſufficient inducement 
for the fejection of their claims. They have 
branded Mercy with the name of Injuſtice : 
they have aſperſed the nation that has had 
the lenity to overlook the open and barefaced 
violation of a juſt and i important law; a law, 

Which, though it prevents, or ought to pre- 

vent, the diſturbing of the minds of Chriſtians 15 
in the belief of ſpeculative points, is, never- 


7 theleſs, no bar to enforcing the weightier 


matters; 3 the loving the Lord our God with 


all our hearts, and foul, and  firength, and out 
neighbours as ourſelves; | 


bs.” LETTER 
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LETTER IV. 


WHENEVER, in reading the works of 
the Holy Writers, we meet with ſeemingly 
Ds contradictory paſſages, as it is impofſible that 
they ſhould contradict each other, we muſt 
judge of their meaning by the general ſenſe 
9 of the Scriptures. Thus, in one place, we 
| 10 are told “ to det our light ſo ſhine before 
i men, that they may ſee our good works ;” | 
TEM and in another, « not to do our alms before 
men, to be ſeen of them.” In what manner. 
are we to conſtrue this laſt injunction? We 
are not to ſuppoſe ourſelves forbid to do our 
alms before men at all, becauſe this would be 
in direct oppoſition to the former command, 
5 and to the general. tenour of the New Teſta- 
ment: | 


7 
7 
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ment: we are only to look upon ourſelves as 
| forbid to do them before men, re to be 

ſeen of them. . 


In another place we are told to © take no 
_ thought for life, Ge.“ We are not forbid, | 
however, by this command, a prudent care 
and foreſight in making proviſion for ourſelves 
and families, as this would be contradictory 
_ to. innumerable other commands. We are 
told to learn the provident diſpoſition of the 
ant; we are told to do our own buſineſs, and io 
© work with our own bands; we are told, that 
If any do not work, they ſhall nat cat. All that 
is meant by the above - mentioned paſſage 
ſeems to be, that we are not to ſuffer the 
thoughts of this life to take own of toads af 
our future one. 


u is their want of this precaution in col- 
lecting the general ſenſe of the Holy Writers 
that has been the origin of ſo many ſets, and 
of that want of unanimity which. is to much 
4 C4 to 
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to be lamented ; in particular, it has given 
riſe to a diſbelief of the Trinity, though it is 
plainly mentioned in ſeveral paſſages of the 
Scriptures, and fupporee by the n of 


th em. | 


I will juſt remark on the argument of In- 


ter polation brought againſt the chief of theſe 
paſſages, VIZ. there are three that bear record 
in Heaven, the Father, the Word, and the 


Holy Ghoſt, and theſe three are one. The 
employers of this argument have been aptly 


compared to many a piek-pocket that has 
ſaid there ſhould be never a not in the eighth 
: commandment 3 ; and to the murderer, who 
ſays, that the word uo ſhould be left out of 
the ſixth.“ It is true, indeed, that the ad- 
miſſion of the argument of Interpolation would 
lead to the moſt dangerous conſequences; as 


by this means the perpetrators of the moſt 


horrid crimes, and the inventors of the moſt 
diabolical doctrines, would always be in poſ- 


ſeſſion of an incontrovertible * in their 
Ho Nan. VV 1 


We 


499 


Me are told, that Bxxo ELI us had many 
doubts reſpecting the authenticity of the 
| above-mentioned text; but that they were 
| completely removed by — 


1. That though! it is wanting in many copies, : 
it is found in more; and thoſe copies of ; 
28 n n #3 


” - 


, 


2 tho is cited by a habe train of N 
writers, from the time of Sr. Jenn to 
that of CONSTANT INE. 


3. That we can Aly account for: its being : 
after that time wanting in many copies, 
when we remember that ConsrAan« 
rixx's ſucceſſor was a zealous Arian, 
who had uſed every means to promote 

bis bad cauſe, to ſpread Arianiſm through 


N the text out of as many copies as fell! into | 
bis hands; and he ſo far prevailed, that - 
the age in which he lived, is called Secu- 
lum Arianum, the Arian age; there being 
l 15 then 


the empire; in Particular, the eraling 
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+ then only one eminent man who. oppoſed 
t him at the peril of his life ; ſo that it was 


'2 proverb ATHANASIUS Contra nun- 
dum. | 


The ae of Interpolation is Uo 


brought againſt the Methodiſts as well as the 

Trinitarians; but whenever it is uſed, it may 
be eaſily overturned, by the conſideration of | 

what we are told, that not a word ſhould at 


any time Ge _ to the . EE 


— 


A0 argument brought an che ex- 


Pn of a Trinity 1 is, its not being adapted 8 
to the level of our eomprehenſions. We, in- 


deed, find it very difficult to form an idea of 


2 Trinity in Unity, in our preſent ſtate ;. but 
it is not impoſſible that at one time or other 
we may be endowed with fenſes that may 
enable us to form a clear conception of it. 
In the mean time, to deny the impoſſibility 
of ſuch a phznomenon i is as abſurd as for the 
blind to deny the doctrine of colours, or the 
deaf the doctrine of ſounds, The admiſſion 
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of ſuch a mods of reafoving muſt alſo pave 
the way to many other abſurdities, and muſt 
induce the modern Unitarians, like thoſe of 
Cracow, to deny the omnipatence of God, 
his eternity, his immenſity, his infinity, his 
omnipreſence, his ſpirituality, and of 8 5 
other of his perfections. I readily agree with 
Dr. Drsxar, that “ no religion, which is 
_ contradictory to human reaſon, was ever de- 
ſigned by Almighty God for the uſeof man; 
but though I have not the power to form 
an idea of Three being One, or of connecting 
the ideas of predeſtiny and free-will ; yet as 
we have the word of God in ſupport of ſuch 


1 belief, not to believe in the doctrines of a 


Trinity and Predeſtination Iconccive to be 
8 irrational. 


3 I have POE thus far into a defence of 
the Trinity, not by way of reproaching thafoe 

| who, after a ferious enquiry, are led into a 

different opinion, but in oppoſition to Dr. 


Disxxr's idea of its . abſurdity and indefen- | | 5 
5 , I am Proud * enroll my name 


with 
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with the many that have not. reprobated J 
the principles of High church-men, in the 
ſame properties as they have underſtood | 
them;“ and the innumerable others that 
have not ©: retired abaſhed and confounded 
by the evidences of Chriſtianity whenever 


thoſe principles | have been examined by reaſots 5 
. e 25 


2 1 all aber you with tematks-on . 
one or two other paſſages of the pamphlet be- 
fore me; and in ſo doing ſhall be as conciſe 


28 poffible, conceiving a long detail of argu- 0 


ments againſt ſuch abſurdities to be an in- 
5 ſult to common ſenſe. 115 


85 Dr Dinky e the plea of example | 
- brought by Dr. Knox, who excuſes his error, 
if it be one, by the wiſdom and goodneſs of 
the N that Have! held the ſame — 


ie appears to me that this inde of ruſtifi : 
cation 1s the beſt that a any perſon can make 


| uſe of, as it plainly proves theological « error 
# to 
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to be no reflection on the otderſikodibge and >] 

hearts of thoſe that err; but whether it = 

or is not, the Diſſenters are the laſt perſons to 

find fault with ſuch a plea, they having of- 

ten made uſe of it themſelves; by ſuch a 
conduct they expoſe their! ignorance of the 

good old law, of taking the beam out of their 

own eye, before they look at the mote in 

their brother” s; or the modern one, which 


forbids any to —_ others but thoſe that | 
themſelves excel. Reo,” 


Ain Weir example of men oft merit poſſeſſing 
F Principles, they have brought the 
illuſtrious Nxwrox, and many others of 
equal reſpectability; ; and in doing fo, were 
ſurely not in the ſmalleſt degree blameable: 
but they have gone ſtill farther and unjuſti- 
Fable lengths; they have given theſe opinions OE 

to many, whole real ones were very different 
from them; they have given the name of 
nitarian to an. archbiſhop of Canterbury, 
and to another late reſpectable dignitary in 


the Church of England, whoſe tencts, I have 


<6) 


as beſt 8 for ſaying, were in the 


higheſt degree repugnant to thoſe of Unita- 
rianiſm. Na 


: © Though the charges that I have already 
mentioned as brought by Dr. DisNev againſt. 
every perſon out of the pale of Unitarianiſm 

are very great; yet there ſtill remains one 
_ that ſurpaſſes all the reſt in point of malig- 

nancy. It is neither more nor leſs than a 
charge of Deiſm againſt every perſon that is 


not a rational Cbriſtian; a title which 


they modeſtly confer upon themſelves as the 
| only people deſerving of it ®. Such a charge 
deſerves no other anſwer than that of filent 
_ contempt. I ſhall juſt obſerve, however, 
that it ſeems to me by much leſs blameable 
to deny the Holy Scriptures than to explain 
them away, and modify them in ſuch a 
manner as to make them ſubſervient to the : 


* * The fool dath think he is wiſe, but + wiſe man n 


1 himſelf to be a fool: thus the goatherd in Shakſpeare 
thought he had wiſdom, and Sotrates thought he had 


ends 


bo our age, of one Who is truly great in all 


(47). 


ends of the 1 and . as it were, | 
to make God the promulgator of vice. 


He further accuſes the Churchmen with 
having ee deſtroyed the ſacred and invaluable 
repoſitories of the firſt divine and philoſopher - 


that is truly eſtimable.“ The firſt part of 
the accuſation cannot be denied or too much 
lamented, though, by the way, the lofs 


which he ſuſtained has been found by mueh 


leſs conſiderable than it was ſuppoſed. As 
to the ſecond part, if 1 miſtake not the per- 
fon, it is ſo far exaggerated, that it is evi- 
dent the Doctor has either meant a carica- 
ture, or in painting the likeneſs has Jooked 


at his friend rarough the miſt ye the rankeſt - 


— EN 


if hy E tea eftimable,” is meant the 


| production of almoſt innumerable empty 


volumes, from the gigantic quarto to the 


pigmy tract of price one penny; ; if it means 


5 a more than Phariſaic pride, or ſowing, like 
CE Cart 
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carlixs, the ſceds of diflemrion! throb 
the nation, and producing in the people a 

diſaffection to the Church and State, there are 
few that will not yield, to him the well-carned 
| Not ſo, if it means the production of © 
more ſenſe than words, and of more origina- 
key than either, Not fo,” if it means Poſſeſſ· 
ing the meekneſs of the publican, « or infuſing 
a ſpirit of benevolence into the hearts of man- 
kind, to unite them into one body. If this 
is tlie be ibg tru ly. eftimibley/ and: ſurely it 3s, 


there are few, I think, that would not rather 


vote it to the ſenſible, the meek, and bene 
volent Knox ; ſtill fewer that would not 
Join to tear it from the dee brow. of the 
and friend of Dr. Drsxxv. e 
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